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Con~n~ission 011 State Mandates 
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Dear Commission Members: 

I am writing to urge the Commission to reconsider your March 30 decision to no longer 
reimburse Councils of Governments (COG) for performing the state-mandated regional housing 
needs allocation (RHNA) process. 

COGs have been providing this vital service for decades. Expecting COGs to charge local 
jurisdictions for the RHNA process is equally unrealistic and counterproductive. Given the other 
permitting and development fees local governments must already charge, adding a RHNA fee 
will substantively add to housing costs, discouraging housing development and defeating the 
object of the RHNA. 

In 2004, the State enacted changes to the Housing Element Law that ostensibly improve RFINA 
as a planning tool and as a tool for increased housing production. These changes also make the 
RHNA process more costly for COGs, as well as more conlplicated for cities and counties to 
implement. The decision to not fund the RHNA process exacerbates the problem of trying to 
meet these new costly guidelines. 

For these reasons and others, please rescind your decision to no longer reimburse Cou~lcils of 
Governments for the regional housing needs allocation process. 

Thanlc you for your consideration of this important matter. 

cc: City Council 


